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Long Term Plan 
My long term plan is to obtain a career in the next five years in the Operating Engineers Union (Local 
150).  In addition, I would like to be financially independent and own my own house and car within these 
next five years.  I also plan on being financially responsible and saving money toward my retirement. 

Strengths       
 Handy       
 Interested in Heavy Machinery    
 Punctual      
 Positive Attitude     
 Fast Learner      

   
Weaknesses 

 Terrible at paying bills 
 Sleeps too much 
 Lacks attention to detail 
 Not a great deal of experience 
 Sometimes lazy 

 

 
Five Year Plan 
 

Year #1 (2019) 
Professional Plans:  The first thing that I would have to do is fill out an application for the Operators 
Union (Local 150) in October.  October is the only time of year where the Operators Union hires new 
apprentices.  If I were to be accepted by the Operators Union, I would start training in Wilmington, 
Illinois where I can learn how to operate many machines.  Until October, I plan on keeping my current 
job so I can build up some money, but most importantly keep a strong reference in case the Operators 
Union contacts my current place of employment.   
 
Financial Plans:  I would need to keep my current job so I would be able to have an adequate income.  
Also, since I am not going to school, I would need to look into acquiring a form of health insurance in 
case something was to happen to me.  I would need to address my weaknesses of paying bills on time 
because I want to build up my credit.  I would try to live and stay at home where I know that my bills 
would be at a minimum and I might be able to save some money.   
 
Potential Roadblocks:  The biggest roadblock that I would have to face is not getting into the Operators 
Union in October.  That would be the biggest obstacle that would hinder my plans.   
 

 



Year #2 (2020) 
Professional Plans:  At this time, I would like to be working or training with the Operators Union (Local 
150).  I would like to get trained and certified on many machines because I would want to work year 
round and not be laid off.  I would need to address my lack of detail weakness and pay great attention 
because I cannot get certified or work safely if I do not pay attention to details on the jobsite.  Also, this 
type of training will bring me a great deal of work experience.  I would like to be certified on the roller 
and bobcat machines so I can work year round.   
 
Financial Plans:  At this time, I would still prefer to live at home and save as much money as possible.  I 
would like to save money for a car in the future.  I need to look at which cars I can comfortably afford 
and start thinking about what future car payments would look like.   
 
Potential Roadblocks:  I would say that the major roadblock would be not getting as much work as I 
would like due to my inexperience in the job field.  By having more work experience and hours available, 
I can start to save more money to begin my future.   
 

Year #3 (2021) 
Professional Plans:  For year three, I plan on working full time in the Operators Union.  I would still plan 
on getting certified on as many machines as possible, but I would still like to run a roller on road jobsites.  
I would be making a great wage, and I would have other certifications that would keep me working in 
case I would get laid off in the winter.   
 
Financial Plans:  I would like to start looking into the possibility of living on my own.  Although I am still 
living at home, I am saving enough money where I could live and support myself.  I would like at least 
another year of saving in order to line up my finances.  I am comfortable enough to support myself in 
case I was to get laid off.  
 
Personal Goals:  I have bought a car with some of the money that I have saved.  Buying a car has proved 
to be a good invest for me because I am building my credit as I move forward.   
 
Potential Roadblocks:  Although I do not see very many roadblocks, getting laid off will always be a 
roadblock working in the trades.   
 

Year #4 (2022) 
Professional Plans:  Continue to work in the Operators Union.  I plan to work year round so I can build 
myself up financially.  At this time, I feel that I am comfortable where I am at on the roller that I may be 
able to work and get certified on another machine such as a bulldozer.   
 
Financial Goals:  In year four, I would like to being looking for houses in my price range.  I would prefer 
to own my own house because I am not really a fan of the concept of renting.  I need to line up my 
finances because I am already paying money on a car, and adding a house to my finances would be 
costly.   
 
Potential Roadblocks:  Becoming laid off from my job at the Operators Union.   
 

 



Year #5 (2023) 
Professional Plans:  Continue to work year round for the Operators Union.   
 
Financial Goals:  This is the year where I would like to buy a house.  However, buying a house and living 
on your own requires the payment of many bills.  I would have a house payment, but I would also have 
insurance, cable, electric, and heating bills as well.  I would like to put down 20% on my house.  I have 
the money because I have been saving for the last five years building my savings account.  My finances 
would grow and become quite expensive.  Also, I would like to start talking to a financial advisor where I 
can take some of my disposable income and start a retirement fund.   
 
Personal Goals:  I would like to live on my own at the conclusion of my fifth year.  Also, I would like to 
start having a retirement plan in place, so I can start building on my savings and investments.   
 
Potential Roadblocks:  I am afraid that I would wipeout so much of my money by buying a house.  Also, I 
would have to spend money to furnish and insure the house.  I would have to make sure that my costs 
to do extend my means or income. 
 

Goal Statement 
By obtaining a job in the Operators Union, I would be able to have meaningful employment, be 
financially comfortable, and life independently.                  


